|

ji : |
i o | L |
\Q'? e : - e r
< ; Ul ™
> " -

i~ European Conference on
¥:  Local' Sports Participation

: g4 Social Inclusion & Combating Poverty

trio.be

w5
irel CUL




INTRODUCTION

OnWednesday |3 and Thursday 14 October 2010, Leuven (Belgium) hosts the ‘European Conference on
Local Sports Participation: social inclusion and combating poverty’. This conference focuses on promoting
sports participation amongst social groups at risk of exclusion by means of (policy) initiatives within a
municipal context.

Can sports contribute to social inclusion? Do municipalities develop and carry out a genuine Sports for Al
policy? What initiatives can reach people who would otherwise not participate? Are there models worth
copying? These are the key issues that will be elaborated on at the conference in plenary as well as in
optional sessions, addressing not only policy aspects, but also highlighting the practical aspects of
implementation.

2010 is the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, therefore these themes are put
to the fore during this conference. However, other target groups and broader aspects of sports policy will
also be discussed.

The European Conference on Local Sports Participation offers a unique opportunity to exchange
experiences with and be inspired by co-sports officials and sports executives from a variety of European
cities and municipalities. Gathering knowledge and exchanging information are key objectives.

Do not miss this unique opportunity! We look forward to welcoming you in the provincial government
building in Leuven, and we are confident that together we will make this EU conference a meeting to
remember.

The European Conference on Local Sports Participation: social inclusion and combating poverty’is organised in the framework
of the Belgian EU Presidency, under the authority of the Flemish Minister for Sport Philippe Muyters.

The Flemish Institute for Sport Administration and Recreation Management (ISB) is a membership association and a know-
ledge centre for local and regional sports and recreation management in Flanders and Brussels.

The province of Flemish Brabant hosts the European Conference
on Local Sports Participation. We welcome you in Leuven, which is
the provincial capital.

The city of Leuven is centuries-old and yet very much alive. Leuven
is located close to Brussels. It has over 90,000 inhabitants. The city
is, amongst other things, well known for its Catholic University,
its famous brewery of Stella Artois and its nightlife. Saint Peter's
church, the city hall the Old Market and the Museum ™

are also tourist attractions. Every year, the

Marktrock music festival draws thousands
of visitors. Leuven is also the gateway to
tourist regions such as Hageland and the
Groene Gordel (Green Belt).







WORKSHOPS

Themes addressed during the plenary sessions are further developed in a wide range of workshops.
These are not only intended to distribute information, but inspiring practical examples are also given
and experiences can be exchanged. Workshops will be presented in the following five clusters.

The workshops in this cluster tackle questions such as “what infrastructure contributes to
activating social groups at risk of exclusion?” and “what are the points of attention for the
management?”. A new infrastructure requires financial means. Therefore, the European funding
projects with regard to sports infrastructure will also be discussed.

In the ‘encouraging’ cluster; the discussion focuses on how social groups at risk of exclusion can be
won over to participate in physical activity. Other topics are communication to-
wards these target groups and the effect of youngsters’ social background on their ra-
dius of action in the city. Furthermore, there are numerous initiatives to activate peo-
ple who are not physically active, some of which will be presented in this clusten
The criteria to judge achievement of sustainable sports participation are discussed and useful
checklists are presented.

The European Union has a great deal to offer, including in sports. There are examples of European
projects and funds which may not seem sports-related at first glance, but which clearly offer sports op-
portunities. Within this cluster; various funding possibilities are discussed and the submission of funding
applications is explained from a practical point of view.

Financial obstacles play an important role in people from less privileged backgrounds not being physi-
cally active. Possible strategies to remove these obstacles are discussed in detail, highlighting benefits
and pitfalls. People from less privileged backgrounds need to strengthen their social position. Sports
employment projects can help them to gain working experience, combining this with education and
empowerment. Good practices demonstrate the opportunities social economy can offer:

How can attention given to social groups at risk of exclusion be structurally embedded in local policy?
And, how can sports participation be measured? In the ‘policy’ cluster, an answer to these questions
is sought. Furthermore, European networking possibilities within the local sports sector are discussed,
including more specifically the European Capitals of Sport Association. Finally, the VAT issue within the
European sports sector will also be food for thought.

www.sportsparticipation2010.eu



CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Location: The conference will be held at the Provincial government building
of Flemish Brabant (Provinciehuis), Provincieplein |, 3010 Leuven.

Target audience: The conference is mainly intended for national policy makers, local experts in
social inclusion, policy makers and sports executives in cities and municipalities.

Language: The conference will be held in English.
Registration: You can register online via the website.

Conference Fee:

Registration and payment (VAT included)
Before 01/09/2010 (early birds) € 325
Before 01/10/2010 € 375
Optional dinner (Tuesday) +€35

The conference fee includes a 2-day participation, lunch (2 times), dinner; social programme and confe-
rence report. Each member state is offered three guest tickets free of charge. Please inform with the
Sport Director of your country.

Payment: Registration is only complete after your payment has been received. All payments
must be in Euro.This can be done by credit card or by bank transfer into the organiser's account.
Credit card:  Several cards, fe. Visa, MasterCard or Maestro, are accepted. The name of the cardholder,
card number; expiration date, CVC code and signature must all be included in the
registration form.
Bank transfer: Account number / name 068-0644000-44 / ISB vzw
Bank name Dexia Sint-Niklaas
BIC (Swift) Code / IBAN number ~ GKCCBEBB / BE 55 0680 6440 0044
We do not accept bank charges for the transactions. Cheques will be refused!

Deadlines: The deadline for early registration and payment is | September 2010.The deadline for
regular registration and payment is | October 2010. If the conference fee is not paid, the registration
will be cancelled. If a participant cancels his registration before | October 2010, 50% of the fee will be
refunded. Cancellations after | October 2010 or no-shows will not be reimbursed.

Facilities: Options have been taken at various hotels in Leuven. All facilities are located close to the
city centre and are at walking distance from the conference location. Reservation forms are available
to participants on our website. Hotel expenses are not included in the subscription fee.

Transport: Many European airlines offer direct flights to Brussels National Airport (Zaventem), which
has a direct rail connection to Leuven taking only 22 minutes. The Leuven railway station also operates
high-speed trains. The ‘Provinciehuis’ is at walking distance from the railway station. For more informa-
tion on trains: www.b-rail.be

Social programme: A social programme has been drawn up, including a very appealing photo
exhibition on ‘De Flandriens’ (former and present day cyclists) and a guided walking tour in the city
centre during which you will see Leuven’s main tourist attractions.

Information: Jan Inghels * Jan.inghels@isbvzw.be
+32 (0)3 780 91 80 * www.sportsparticipation2010.eu



SCHEDULE

Date Hour Activity

Tue 12/10/10 [7.00 Registration at the congress location
(until 20.00)
[8.30 Networking event
19.30 (Optional: dinner)

Wed 13/10/10 08.45 Registration

09.45 Welcome and plenary session

10.45 Workshops |

12.15 Lunch

13.30 Workshops 2

[5.15 Plenary session

16.30 Reception, as an occasion to taste our local specialties,
offered by the province of Flemish Brabant

18.30 Photo exhibition “De Flandriens” in the University Halls
Guided tour in Leuven

20.00 Dinner in Salons Georges

Thu 14/10/10 09.30 Plenary session
10.45 Workshops 3
[2.15 Lunch
13.30 Plenary session with conference conclusions
Closure by Flemish Minister of Sport Philippe Muyters
15.00 Farewell drink

If you would like more information about the optional sessions and speakers,
please visit o

Networking event

Tuesday |2 October in the evening

On Tuesday 12 October, immediately after registering and prior to dinner, delegates of member
organisations of municipal sports officials/sports services (such as ISB) of the European member states
will have the opportunity to get acquainted and to expand their networks.
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